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Members of the pro-
life student organization 
Spartans for Life are fight-
ing against a proposed bill 
that would allow access to 
abortion medication on 
public university campuses 
in California. 
California Sen. Connie 
Leyva presented the leg-
islation in February 2017, 
which would require cam-
puses within the University 
of California or California 
State University systems to 
provide abortion medica-
tions for students. 
“A lot people depend on 
the health center and espe-
cially women when it comes 
to birth control,” communi-
cation studies sophomore 
Zhena Mendoza. “A lot of 
first years don’t have a car, so 
that would be a good option 
for them to [gain] quick 
access through the wellness 
center, if they need it.”
According to Study 
Breaks, an online magazine 
for college students, the bill 
(SB 320) was influenced by 
Students for Reproductive 
Justice at University of 
California, Berkeley and its 
student co-founder Adiba 
Khan. The Women’s Policy 
Institute team from the 
Women’s Foundation of 
California also helped draft 
the legislation. 
Information from the 
Legislature explains that 
female students looking 
to terminate a pregnan-
cy would be able to do so 
through the health center of 
universities within the CSU 
and UC systems. 
NPR reports that other 
states have taken measures 
to restrict access to abor-
tions because of  California’s 
move to increase access to 
reproductive health care. 
In order to administer 
any abortion-related med-
ication at medical facil-
ities in Missouri, there 
must an OB-GYN avail-
able around the clock to 
handle any complications.
“Because the com-
plexity of this, it is not 
helpful to understand this 
as opposition reproduc-
tive rights or not,” Edith 
Kinney, justice studies 
assistant professor, said.
Sociology senior Erica 
Estrada was attempting the 
gender-neutral challenge 
presented by sociology lec-
turer Soma de Bourbon, but 
she failed. 
The optional assignment 
in de Bourbon’s class chal-
lenges students to only use 
gender-neutral restrooms for 
a day. 
However, Estrada was 
forced to use a gendered 
restroom when she couldn’t 
wait any longer.
“Honestly, I don’t even 
know where those bath-
rooms are located,” Estrada 
said. “Every bathroom I see 
are for men, women or staff.”
California adopted 
Assembly Bill 1732 last year, 
which requires all business-
es, schools and government 
agencies to convert their 
single-user, gendered bath-
rooms to gender-neutral.
It also protects build-
ing owners that can’t afford 
the high costs associated 
with converting existing 
restrooms with both toilets 
and urinals by allowing them 
to exchange their gender 
signs to neutral ones. 
In compliance with state 
law, SJSU has gender-neutral 
bathrooms in all of the newly 
constructed buildings on 
campus as well as on every 
floor in the dorms. 
However, the universi-
ty doesn’t have a plan for 
updating existing structures. 
Bourbon’s bathroom 
challenge was inspired 
by a former student who 
transitioned from present-
ing as female to present-
ing as male. This student 
expressed safety concerns 
and overall anxiety relat-
ed to using SJSU’s public 
restrooms. 
“It is a safety issue,” de 
Bourbon said. “If we want 
our transgender and gen-
der non-conforming or 
gender-expansive students 
to be safe, we need a gen-
der-neutral bathroom in 
every building.” 
According to the SJSU 
Pride Center’s website, there 
are 21 all-gender restrooms 
on campus. Some buildings 
have more than one, such as 
Clark Hall.
Built in 1984, Clark Hall 
is one of the few older build-
ings on campus that has a 
gender-neutral restroom. 
Gender neutral bathroom hide-and-seek
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On Sunday, the 38th 
annual Day of Remembrance 
commemorated both the 
Executive Order 9066 and 
the Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988. 
About four hundred 
people attended the 
Buddhist Church Betsuin 
in the heart of Japantown 
in San Jose to reflect on 
how the Executive Order 
changed their lives and what 
to do going forward under 
the Trump Administration.  
Executive Order 9066 
was issued during World 
War II, which led to the 
incarceration of more than 
120,000 people of Japanese 
descent, two-thirds of whom 
were American citizens.
Lawson Sakai, a veteran 
of the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team unit, tried to 
enlist for military service on 
Dec. 8, 1941, the day after 
Pearl Harbor. 
However, he was 
rejected based on a 
government classification 
that he was an enemy 
because he was Japanese.
“That was my first time 
facing discrimination in this 
country,” Sakai said. 
Sakai was a Japanese 
immigrant child born 
with American citizenship, 
known as a Nisei. 
After Executive Order 
9066, Sakai was pushed 
into internment camps and 
became a prisoner of war 
in his own home country. 
In March 1943, the military 
began asking for volunteers 
to enlist in a segregated unit 
in the U.S. Army and Sakai 
signed up. 
He implored to the 
younger people in the 
audience not take the 
lessons of the past lightly.  
“Please don’t forget 
what the Nisei did for your 
generation,” Sakai said. “A 
huge sacrifice, but they did it 
because they wanted you to 
have a life to enjoy today. At 
heart of it is was to fight for 
their country, the greatest 
nation on this Earth. God 
bless America.”
The Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988 was a federal act 
that granted redress and a 
formal presidential apology 
by former President Ronald 
Reagan to every living U.S. 
citizen, legal resident and 
family members of those 
who were interned. 
The process of winning 
redress was particularly 
significant because the 
movement for redress 
started during the rise of 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
and growing activism within 
the  Japanese-American 
community between 1960 
and 1970. 
The Nihonmachi 
Outreach Committee 
(NOC) is a San Jose 
organization with the 
objective to preserve 
Japanese-American history 
and fight for communities 
that are vulnerable. 
State senator
proposes free
Plan B for CSUs
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Japanese-American taiko drummers perform for an audience of about 400 attendees in Japantown’s San 
Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin. The event remembered those who lived through the internment during WWII.
of respondents 
avoided using a public 
restroom in the past 
year because they were 
afraid of confrontations.
of respondents  
limited the amount 
they ate or drank 
to avoid using the 
bathroom.
of respondents 
reported being 
verbally harassed.
12%
31%
60%
Information gathered from the SJSU Pride Center and the National Center for Transgender Equality’s 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey. There were 27,715 respondents nationwide and 3,453 
respondents in California. These statistics refl ect answers from respondents in California.
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Although a majority of 
California residents support 
this pro-choice initiative in 
colleges, pro-life students 
are lobbying state legislators 
to prevent the bill from 
being passed.
The California chapter 
of Students for Life of 
America gathered student 
coalitions throughout the 
state to oppose the bill, 
Ricky Silva, president of 
Spartans for Life, said. 
Mariana Miranda, 
humanities sophomore 
and vice president of 
Spartans for Life also 
doesn’t want student fees 
paying for the medication.
“There is funding for initial 
costs, but continued on-going 
funding is our concern,” Toni 
Molle, the CSU director of 
public affairs, said. “No state 
funds or student fees can be 
used for these services so 
private funding will be used.” 
During a state Senate 
Education Committee 
meeting on Jan. 10, Sen. Leyva 
mentioned the likelihood of 
complications resulting from 
taking abortion medications 
is only 0.3 percent, which is 
less than Tylenol or Viagra. 
Sociology junior Marlysha 
Nicolaides is a member of 
SJSU’s justCARE campaign, 
which advocates for campus 
justice for reproductive 
equity. Nicolaides and fellow 
supporters attended a senate 
hearing in Sacramento to 
advocate for SB 320.
“We just want to make sure 
that we have our voices heard 
and our rights respected,” 
Nicolaides said.
If the bill is passed, the 
protocol would have to be 
adopted by all CSU and UC 
campuses by 2022.
But, it’s not easy to find.
“I have read students’ 
assignments about the 
mysterious Clark Hall 
bathroom,” de Bourbon 
said. “No one has been able 
to find it.”
That is  because SJSU’s map 
of gender-neutral restrooms 
doesn’t explain that it is 
located inside the office for 
University Advancement. 
Once someone finds the 
office, the person would need 
to stop at the front desk and 
ask the receptionist first before 
using it. This means it is not 
easily accessible to anyone 
outside of that office, which 
includes students, faculty or 
staff that are unfamiliar with 
the building. 
Bonnie Sugiyama, director 
of SJSU’s Pride Center, 
explained that often times 
gender-neutral bathrooms 
are synonymous with the 
gender non-conforming 
communities. However, 
there’s actually a bigger 
appeal to having gender-
neutral bathrooms on 
campus that extend beyond 
the LGBT community.
Sugiyama said from laws 
and logistics there is a real 
need for accessible restrooms. 
Not only for students, but 
also for faculty and staff who 
also struggle to find a nearby 
restroom in between classes. 
“It’s more than just one 
community that needs this,” 
Sugiyama said. “If you’re a 
caregiver to someone of 
a different gender and you 
have to provide bathroom 
assistance, then which 
bathroom do you use?”
are alive and well today.”  
Siddiqee later highlighted 
reasons why he loves 
America, such as opening 
doors to other lands, 
providing opportunities to 
immigrants and obtaining an 
education. What he admires 
the most is the ability to 
celebrate individual freedoms 
and oppose the government.
The evening transitioned 
into paying respect for those 
who served during World War 
II. A candle light ceremony 
was held symbolizing those 
who served and who were 
incarcerated. 
This year’s event carried 
the theme “speak out for 
justice.” Since the election  of 
President Donald Trump, the 
committee has been speaking 
out against police brutality, the 
harassment of women, racism, 
homophobia, transphobia 
and Islamophobia. 
Bekki Shibayama spoke 
about Japanese Latin-
Americans still fighting 
to hold the United States 
government accountable 
for war crimes committed 
against their culture 70 years 
ago. Shibayama is a volunteer 
at the Japanese American 
Museum of San Jose.
Her mother was 
incarcerated at Tule Lake and 
her father was one of 2,200 
men, women and children of 
Japanese descent who were 
seized from their homes in 
Latin America. These people 
were forcibly transported 
to the U.S. and interned in 
Department of Justice camps 
for use in hostage exchanges 
for Americans held by Japan. 
“When my father asked at 
the age of 87 why he continues 
to fight for redress, he answers 
‘so these things don’t happen 
again,’” Shibayama said.  
Athar Siddiqee, president 
of the Board of Directors 
of the South Bay Islamic 
Association, began his speech 
by comparing Trump to 
former President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s administration. 
“A commision reviewing 
this unjust action stated that, 
among other things, it was 
rooted in ‘racial prejudice 
and a failure of political 
leadership,’” Siddiqee said. “It’s 
ironic, sad and depressing that 
many of those currently living 
in the United States would 
say that racial prejudice and 
failure of political leadership 
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A nice hot cup of coffee 
seems like a great way to 
start off the day, and many 
students rely on coffee early 
in the morning to wake them 
up for class.
However, a new report 
reveals that coffee may 
no longer be considered 
helpful, but instead a 
potential health risk.
A CNN article reported 
that coffee shops in California 
may soon have to warn their 
customers that the coffee 
served might pose a risk of 
cancer. The state of California 
has a list of chemicals that 
are considered to be cancer 
causing. One of those 
chemicals is acrylamide, 
which is created when coffee 
beans are roasted. 
Acrylamide can also 
be found in foods such 
as bread, breakfast cereal 
and prune juice. However, 
its presence is not always 
labeled on packages. 
“I think that people 
should know what they are 
consuming,” downtown San 
Jose Starbucks employee 
Xandro Oliveros said. “I 
know for Starbucks we have 
to have a Prop 65 warning 
out at all times.”
According to California’s 
Department of Justice, 
“Proposition 65 requires the 
Governor to publish a list of 
chemicals that are known 
to the state of California to 
cause cancer or reproductive 
toxicity, and to update this list 
at least once a year.”
Businesses that expose 
individuals to listed chemicals 
are required to warn a person 
before “knowingly and 
intentionally” exposing that 
person to a listed chemical. 
For example, an item 
would have a warning label 
that reads, “This product 
contains a chemical known 
to the state of California to 
cause cancer.”  
Restaurants display the 
Proposition 65 warning. All 
three establishments still 
revive customers despite 
the warning. Customers 
may notice but they might 
not care.
“I feel as if people won’t 
think about the negative 
effects until it’s too late,” 
Oliveros said.
The news that coffee may 
be harmful may come as a 
shock to some people because 
research has shown it to be 
beneficial to one’s health.
According to a study 
by the British Medical 
Journal, coffee can reduce 
risks of Type 2 diabetes, 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
heart disease.
The report stated that more 
research needs to be done on 
the chemical to find out how 
harmful it can be to humans 
and in what quantities.
“It depends on the process 
used to make the beans into 
the coffee that we drink,” 
philosophy graduate student 
Anna Mandujano said. 
“Some companies use more 
chemicals than others, and 
since there is always a study 
on what’s good and bad on 
most things, and the research 
supports what I like one day, 
and then doesn’t another. I 
do what works for me, and 
do my own research.”
It will be up to consumers 
to determine if the cancer 
risks that coffee may have 
alarms them enough to give 
it up for good.
Coffee may come with a cancer warning
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A crowd walks through the streets of Japantown on Sunday evening for San Jose’s 
annual Day of Remembrance event.
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Lunar New Year celebrated at Eastridge mall
CULTURAL CELEBRATION
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(Left) The fi rst dragon dance member performs in front of a crowd at the Tet Festival 
at the Eastridge Mall. (Right) Members of the Lion and Dragon Dance Association 
prepare for their performance on Sunday while displaying their dragon masks. 
SJ residents sing and 
dance for cheap ice cream
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San Jose resident Roxanne Powell belts out the lyrics 
during her karaoke session.
Th e sound of fi reworks 
and fi recrackers echoed 
throughout the parking 
lot of the Eastridge mall 
while a golden tipped 
dragon bounced to the 
music. 
It was all part of a 
three-day celebration 
of Tet, the Vietnamese 
new year.
When people first 
entered the festival’s 
space, their eyes were 
immediately met with 
bright lights from 
carnival rides and 
games that were laid 
out in the parking lot. 
It made the festival fun 
for everyone and felt 
like you were back at an 
amusement park.
In the background 
there was Vietnamese 
music playing from the 
speakers, and various 
artists performed 
different Vietnamese 
songs in front of 
crowds. Children 
walked on stage to 
receive red envelopes 
and other presents.
In addition to games 
and rides, there were 
booths and vendors 
that advertised and 
sold different things. 
Each booth was just as 
welcoming as the other 
because the vendors 
would give advice to 
visitors so they can 
prosper in the new year.
San Jose resident 
Suellen Haggerty was 
one of the vendors who 
came out to the festival. 
“I’m actually out 
here to provide 
nutrition education 
to the community 
and we want it to be a 
new year, but a happy 
and healthy year with 
trying to reduce sugar, 
sweets, and beverages,” 
Haggerty said. 
While walking by and 
visiting each booth, you 
couldn’t help but smell all 
the food that was being 
freshly made throughout 
the festival.    
 Both Vietnamese and 
American cuisine were 
served and festival 
goers waited in long 
lines to get a taste of 
the food. Featured food 
and drinks included 
pho, teriyaki chicken, 
kabobs, green tea 
waffles, french ice 
cream, Vietnamese 
coffee and milk tea. 
Sean Murillo, a 
Hercules resident and Jins 
Eyewear vendor, enjoyed 
the overall atmosphere of 
the festival. 
“Th e atmosphere has 
been great out here along 
with the food, very high 
energy especially like the 
bingo people where they 
sing all the numbers and 
everything and that’s 
pretty cool,” Murillo 
said. “My favorite part of 
the festival I would say 
was the dragon dancing 
which was very cool and 
all the fi reworks that 
they lit up too.”
Members of the Lion 
and Dragon Dance 
Association wrapped 
up the weekend with 
a crowd favorite 
performance of the lion 
and dragon dance. 
San Jose resident Alex 
Nguyen is one of the 
lion dance performers.
“Lion dance is a 
form of dance that is 
supposed to bring good 
fortune and good luck 
and all the wealth for 
the new year,” Nguyen 
said. “Since most 
people associate the 
color red for luck, the 
red lion is seen as the 
luckiest lion and yellow 
is seen as wealth so the 
yellow lion is seen as 
the wealthiest lion.” 
Nguyen believes it 
is important that San 
Jose has these types of 
festivals to celebrate 
the Lunar New Year.
“I’d say it’s pretty 
signifi cant mostly because 
the demographic is 
Vietnamese-American, 
but also Chinese-
Americans and 
Cambodians as well,” 
Nguyen said. “It’s not only 
for just the Vietnamese 
people itself, but for the 
Asian culture as well.” 
Ice cream and karaoke? 
Yes please.
Th e Treatbot ice cream 
truck located inside 
San Pedro Market in 
downtown San Jose off ers 
karaoke night every 
Th ursday from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. for a chance to 
get a scoop of any fl avor 
ice cream for only $1.
Th e golden truck with 
a red sign above labeled 
“Treatbot” in light-up 
letters is parked at the 
corner of the market, with 
speakers and an iPad stand 
for singers to read the lyrics 
for their karaoke moment.
Th e truck off ers 12 
homemade ice cream 
fl avors to choose from, 
such as berry bouquet, 
honey lavender and 
stroopwafel. Each fl avor 
of ice cream is made from 
scratch and refl ects the 
cultural diversity of the 
neighborhoods in San Jose. 
During my visit I tried 
the Eastside Horchata 
without singing, so I paid 
full price for that scoop. 
Let me tell you, that fl avor 
is to die for. I am a strong 
vanilla person and this ice 
cream had vanilla with 
some cinnamon to get that 
horchata taste. I highly 
recommend it if you are 
hesitant to new fl avors.
Th e workers of the truck 
were nice enough to off er 
their favorite fl avor or 
make  recommendations 
if a customer had trouble 
choosing. Th ere weren’t 
many simple fl avors to 
choose from, but there 
were gluten-free and 
dairy-free options for 
people to enjoy.
One scoop of ice 
cream is $4.50 but if you 
sing something during 
karaoke night you can 
get a scoop for just $1, 
which is a steal for an ice 
cream place at San Pedro 
market. Th e environment 
is very welcoming and 
fun with the help of M.C. 
Matt Regan, a San Jose 
State theatre art senior, 
who introduces every 
customer with high 
energy and excitement.
People of all ages  can 
sing any song of their 
choosing and the music is 
loud enough for audience 
members and market 
goers to listen too. Some 
singers even came up 
more than once. 
Th ere is another truck 
located on Almaden 
Avenue and a third that 
travels throughout the 
Bay Area. You can fi nd 
the latest location on their 
Twitter or Facebook page. 
Th e trucks can also be 
booked by customers for 
celebrations like birthdays 
and anniversaries.
Th e overall vibe of the 
place was very welcoming 
and friendly. Th ere was 
no sense of judgment for 
karaoke which may make 
people hesitant to go up 
there and sing. 
Th e ice cream was 
delicious and you can 
choose from a single 
scoop to an ice cream 
sandwich made from two 
homemade cookies of 
your choice.
Th ey also off er 
double scoop, waffl  e 
cones, brownies and 
milkshakes. So if you’re 
planning on visiting San 
Pedro Market anytime 
soon, defi nitely check out 
the Treatbot ice cream 
truck and sing karaoke 
for a cheap and delicious 
scoop of ice cream.
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Do gift cards make good gifts?
Gift  cards suck.
What gift  cards 
say to me is, “I could 
not be bothered to 
think about what you 
actually want or need, 
so here is a gift  card for 
one place where you 
might be able to fi nd 
something.”
I know some people 
will talk about the 
convenience factor of 
receiving a gift  card 
because it is a quick gift  
for which you will not 
have to spend hours 
and hours of time 
actually looking for 
something meaningful.
And there will be 
those who say gift  cards 
are good because it lets 
people choose what to 
buy instead of possibly 
receiving something 
they do not want or use.
But you might as 
well just give them 
cash because you 
are basically trading 
spending money for 
something that does 
the same thing, but for 
only one place, making 
it less convenient. 
Social work senior 
Yasmine Hernandez 
said she received a gift  
card from her dad for 
Fandango, but it did 
not work out well.
“I don’t go online for 
Fandango,” Hernandez 
said while chuckling. 
“But I still used it 
because it was free 
movie tickets I could 
get. Th e part that sucked 
is I still have money left  
over on the card which I 
wouldn’t have to worry 
about if he just got me 
an AMC ticket.”
Around $1 billion 
worth of gift  cards 
go unspent per 
year, according to
Market Watch.
Another bad thing 
about gift  cards is 
people end up using 
their own money. 
I know that for me, 
whenever I get a gift 
card, I tend to care 
less about the cost of 
the things I am buying 
because I think, “I 
have a gift  card so 
technically, I’m not 
buying it.”  
So I buy the more 
expensive jacket. I 
use the $25 gift  card I 
received and use my 
own money for the 
remaining balance. 
People who do use 
gift  cards tend to 
spend 20 percent more 
than the value of the 
gift  card, according 
to Business Insider. 
People are more than 
twice as likely to pay 
full-price for an item 
when they are using a 
gift  card. 
It is also a pain 
to keep track of the 
balance on the card. 
I wish someone would 
invent gift  cards that 
display the balance on 
them, so every time you 
use it, you know exactly 
how much you have 
left over on it without 
having to get a receipt 
aft er every purchase or 
checking online.
Th e thing about 
gift s is it always has to 
be about the person 
receiving the gift 
and gift  cards seem 
to be more about 
the convenience of
the giver. 
Also, the fact that I 
have to go out to buy 
the gift  that someone 
gave me is a drag. 
But that’s only aft er 
activating the card. 
Typing those random 
combinations of 
numbers takes up more 
time than it should. I 
know they meant well, 
but it just adds another 
thing on my already 
lengthy to-do list. 
Gift  cards cause more 
inconveniences than 
they should and that 
is why I believe they
are bad. 
William dela Cruz
STAFF WRITER
They are terrible gifts
Shopping for gift s for 
your friends and family 
can be a hassle. Th ere is 
always that thought in 
the back of your head, 
“Are they even going to 
like it? Or even use it? 
Did I get the right size?” 
Gift  cards have long 
been the savior of these 
situations! Th ere are 
gift  cards for essentially 
everything, which is 
why I love gift  cards.  
I am really lazy when 
it comes to cooking my 
own dinner, so I just 
go eat fast food. My 
mom sees my history 
of transactions on my 
debit card and uses it 
to her advantage for my 
birthday and when the 
holiday season comes. 
So when my family 
members ask what I 
want for a gift , my mom 
tells them all the places 
I eat.   
Th is saves me so 
much money and 
makes me so happy 
because it is basically 
like having free food. 
And everyone loves free 
food, especially when it 
is at your favorite place 
to eat.
When you receive gift  
cards to your favorite 
store, it shows that 
people actually pay 
attention to what you 
like. For example, men 
sometimes have trouble 
shopping for a gift  for 
women. A gift  card to 
her favorite clothing 
store is way better than 
saying, “Here is some 
cash, go buy whatever.”
“I love gift  cards 
because I suck at gift 
giving, and my friends 
are super hard to shop 
for,” health science 
junior Abeer Agha said. 
“Instead of messing 
up I would rather give 
them the opportunity 
to choose something 
they like from their 
fave store.” 
According to 
cashstar.com, a survey 
of 1,100 consumers 
showed that 60 percent 
put gift  cards to their 
favorite retail stores, 
restaurants and brands 
on their wish lists.  
My dad is a big fan of 
movies and loves to go 
to the theater to watch 
them. With so many 
movies being made and 
how expensive tickets 
can be, he just waits 
until it goes on Blu-ray 
to rent it. 
Knowing how much 
he loves going to the 
movies, all of my family 
get him gift  cards to his 
favorite theater.
Gift  cards make it a 
little more sincere than 
just giving out cash 
because you really do 
put thought into what 
they enjoy.  
A gift  card is literally 
the gift  that lets you 
choose your own gift 
whenever you want.
“I think gift  cards are 
good presents to give 
and receive,” pre-nursing 
sophomore Djalaica De 
Guzman said.  “Th ey 
are super handy and it 
opens up some freedom 
to whoever is using it.” 
Th ere are even prepaid 
gift  cards from Visa and 
Mastercard. You can use 
those at any store and 
even some restaurants.  
“I’ve had so many 
experiences where I 
have gotten gift s that are 
the wrong size, not my 
preference or just not 
my taste at all,” public 
relations sophomore 
Gaia Collar-Schilling 
said.  “People don’t 
always give the gift 
receipts either so I can’t 
return it. I would much 
rather have a gift  card.”
Some may say that 
giving gift  cards is lazy, 
but at least you won’t be 
wasting your money on 
a physical gift  that they 
may never use.  
I love getting gift cards
COUNTERPOINTS
Brianna Sheats
STAFF WRITER
Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd
Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briiiiiiii
New Gerber baby has Down 
syndrome, and that’s awesome
Gerber has chosen 
a baby with Down 
syndrome to be its 
2018 Spokesbaby, and 
it is wonderful. Gerber 
Products Company 
has been creating baby 
food products since 
1927. Gerber has been 
holding a photo contest 
for the past eight years, 
and Lucas Warren, this 
year’s lucky winner, is 
the fi rst baby with Down 
syndrome to be chosen. 
USA Today reported 
Lucas’s family will 
receive $50,000 and be 
featured on all Gerber 
social media throughout 
the year. 
I think this is a great 
thing for Gerber to 
do. Babies with Down 
syndrome should 
be represented by a 
company that creates 
products for infants. I 
have family members 
who were born with 
Down syndrome, and 
I am proud to see that 
more babies born with 
Down syndrome have 
opportunities like this. 
Th is is also a great step for 
parents of special needs 
children who believe 
their children need 
more representation and 
exposure in the media. 
“I love that fact that 
Gerber has chosen a 
beautiful baby with 
Down syndrome,” 
Monique Byars, mother 
of a child with Down 
syndrome said. “Th is is 
another open door for 
individuals with special 
needs. I’m all about 
awareness and I am so 
very happy that this 
opportunity has come.”
Byars has an awareness 
page on Facebook and 
Instagram called Queens 
Helping Hands. Th e 
page is inspired by her 
daughter, Brooklyn, and 
promotes her clothing 
line and gift  bags 
dedicated to supporting 
special needs.
“I love being princess 
Brooklyn’s mom,” Byars 
said. “She has changed 
my life in more ways 
than one. Th is is a 
journey I was not sure I 
was ready for. But having 
her has really shown me 
my strength. Th ere are 
good days and bad days. 
But it’s a journey I never 
want to end.”
While parents of 
special needs kids are 
excited about this, people 
who work with special 
needs individuals are 
also enthusiastic about 
Gerber’s announcement. 
“I feel like in our 
society we just see 
everyone as normal and 
we never include people 
who are very diff erent,” 
SJSU alumna Jennifer 
Bui said.
Bui works at Via West, 
a special needs camp in 
Cupertino California. 
“Th e fact that I work for 
a special needs camp, 
normal for me is special 
needs. Being able to 
put someone that you 
wouldn’t expect to see, 
you are representing 
everyone in the special 
needs community and 
the Down syndrome 
community. Maybe they 
will use other people 
with special needs and 
using them as the face of 
these bigger companies.”
Th is is a new level 
of representation that 
defi nitely needed to 
happen. I hope to see 
more companies and 
organizations make 
decisions like this. All 
children should grow up 
and see themselves as 
normal and be included 
in opportunities where 
they can be the face of a 
big company. 
Bill Partyka, president 
and CEO of Gerber, said 
in a public statement, 
“Every year, we choose 
the baby who best 
exemplifi es Gerber’s 
longstanding heritage of 
recognizing that every 
baby is a Gerber baby, 
and this year, Lucas is 
the perfect fi t.” 
I think more 
companies should take 
action like Gerber. In 
2018, it is time for all 
people to be represented, 
and this was the perfect 
way to start. 
Chioma Lewis
STAFF WRITER
Follow Chioma on Twitter
@clevermindlewis
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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ACROSS
1. Aquiver
5. Levitate
10. Vipers
14. Fabricated
15. French for “Red”
16. Be unsuccessful
17. Weightlifters pump 
this
18. Apparent
20. Edit
22. Roiled
23. Pull
24. Requires
25. Alleviating fever
32. Depart
33. Quickly
34. Lair
37. Storm
38. Feed a ﬁre
39. Protagonist
40. Mime
41. Soft leather
42. Painful grief
43. Habitual absence 
from work
45. Intestine
49. Possessed
50. Everlasting
53. Sandstorm
57. Sketcher
59. Comes from trees
60. Neuter
61. “Smallest particles”
62. Connecting point
63. Being
64. Basic belief
65. Resorts
DOWN
1. Dogﬁsh
2. Dress
3. Smell
4. Serving to express 
possession
5. Having a hoarse 
voice
6. Fail to win
7. Not in
8. Anagram of “Sage”
9. Canvas dwelling
10. All excited
11. A fencing sword
12. Stacked
13. Sleighs 
19. Subsequently
21. Hoodwink
25. Aquatic plant
26. Half-moon tide
27. Story
28. Charges per unit
29. Lyric poem
30. Captured
31. Frozen water
34. Sandwich shop
35. God of love
36. Standard
38. A type of large 
sandwich
39. Square dance gath-
erings 
41. Beauty parlor
42. Beloved
44. Craving
45. Symbol of authority
46. S-shaped moldings
47. Water holes
48. Leave out
51. Tidy
52. Way in
53. A few
54. Henhouse
55. Musical ﬁnale
56. Poems
58. 2,000 pounds
SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. JOKIN’
AROUND
What did the buffalo 
say to his son when he 
left for college?
Bison :-)
Place your Classiﬁed 
Ads Online at 
SpartanDaily.
CampusAve.com
PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE
Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at
SpartanDailyAdvertising
@gmail.com
Visit our office at
DBH 213
Office Hours:
1:30 – 4:15 P.M.
Graphic novels give 
people the ability to learn 
about diff erent parts of 
the world, emotions and 
reinvention. 
My interest in reading 
comic books began when 
I was a boy. I enjoyed the 
action scenes and the color 
choices that were created 
by “Detective Comics,” 
otherwise known as DC. 
You might be familiar with 
some of the comics DC 
has created over the years 
–  Batman, Superman and 
Wonder Woman.
Two of my favorites are 
Batman and “American 
Born Chinese.”
I love how Batman is able 
to strategize, solve problems 
and save people’s lives. Th e 
action scenes in Batman 
taught me about heroism, 
strength and the diff erence 
between good and evil. Th e 
comics also brought me joy 
because of the illustrations, 
text and action.  As an 
adult, I started to collect 
more comics because I 
wanted to read new stories
about Batman.
In addition to heroes, 
I like to read stories 
about life experiences. 
“American Born Chinese” 
is a graphic novel that has 
many parallels to my life, 
including adversity and 
friendship. One of the 
main characters, Jin Wang, 
is forced to deal with tough 
situations – from being 
bullied to struggling with 
loneliness. I too have dealt 
with tough situations.
I am a person who is 
challenged by a language 
impairment disability. 
Although I struggle with 
communications, I have 
been able to demonstrate 
to people that I have 
the ability to write and 
speak clearly. I have many 
friends who accept me for 
who I am.
Graphic novels also 
allow people to look back 
at things from a historical 
perspective. I took an 
English course that focused 
on comic books. Th e 
class looked specifi cally at 
history, culture and identity. 
Some of the graphic novels 
we studied were written as 
memoirs and biographies, 
and were written during 
diff erent parts of the
20th century. 
Maus, for example, was 
written during the 1980s. 
It recounts the Holocaust, 
except mice are the Jews 
and cats are the Nazis. 
Th e story depicts the 
author, Art Spiegelman, 
talking to his dad about 
what it was like to survive 
the Holocaust. Character 
reinterpretation, whether 
historical or otherwise, 
makes comics refreshing. 
In recent years, Iron 
Man and Captain Marvel 
became women. It is 
interesting for readers 
to see a female version 
of these characters. It’s 
important for these 
characters to be reinvented 
to showcase the diversity 
of the world.
Graphic novels have 
positively impacted my life. 
Seeing the parallels between 
myself and my favorite 
characters have helped me 
overcome adversity, think 
strategically and work
on teams. 
Historian’s perspective on the U.S.’s support of Israel
On Feb. 14, the Spartan 
Daily published an opinion 
piece by Jana Kadah 
complaining of the United 
States’ support of Israel. As 
a historian let me point out 
some of the fi ctions, half-
truths and omissions in 
Ms. Kadah’s piece.
A blatant fi ction is her 
claim that Israel fought 
from its Independence War 
with the help of England 
and the U.S. In fact, the 
United Kingdom opposed 
the creation of Israel. 
Th e Arab armies, which 
attacked Israel, were armed 
almost exclusively with 
British weapons. Th e U.S. 
did not give any military 
support to Israel in the 
1940s. Indeed, the U.S. 
made it illegal to contribute 
funds or weapons to the 
Jewish state. U.S. military 
aid to Israel started only 
in the 1960s aft er Egypt 
turned to the Soviet Union. 
Britain has never been a 
fi nancial supporter of Israel 
in any capacity.
Ms. Kadah repeats 
a common half-truth 
regarding the Palestinian 
refugees from the 1947 to 
1949 war. Th e half that is 
true is that some 750,000 
Palestinians were forced 
from their homes. Th e 
Israeli army or militias 
expelled some, but most 
fl ed on their own from
the fi ghting. 
What is not mentioned 
is that the war started 
with an invasion of Israel 
by the surrounding Arab 
states, and that the Arab 
armies and the Palestinian 
militias expelled tens 
of thousands of Jewish 
civilians from their homes 
– 10,000 from Jerusalem’s 
Old City alone. Neither 
side let exiles return. Also 
left  out is that in the years 
aft er Israel’s Independence 
War, over 800,000 Jews 
became refugees from 
Arab and Muslim nations. 
As a result, over half the 
population of Israel today 
is of Middle Eastern 
and North African, not 
European, descent. 
Th e United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) was founded 
to help both Palestinian 
Jewish and Palestinian 
Arab refugees. Israel 
settled the Jewish refugees. 
Th e Palestinians, in 
contrast were forced into 
permanent refugee status 
by the refusal, which 
continues today, of most 
Arab states to allow them 
to leave the camps and 
make a life. 
Th e UNRWA spends 
over a $1 billion a year on 
free food, medical care and 
education for Palestinians, 
most of whom are not 
refugees, according to 
International Law. Ms. 
Kadah complains about 
the U.S. aid to Israel but 
does not mention the 
billions of dollars the U.S. 
has paid, and continues 
to pay, to the Palestinians 
through the UNRWA and 
the Palestinian Authority. 
Palestinians receive more 
foreign aid per capita than 
any people in the world.
As Ms. Kadah claims, 
Israel does indeed arrest 
minors for violent attacks. 
She does not mention that 
this is common practice 
around the world, including 
in Arab States and both by 
Hamas and the Palestinian 
Authority. Incidentally, she 
is silent about the routine 
torture of Palestinians in 
Palestinian jails.
Ms. Kadah writes of 
an “Apartheid Wall” as if 
this divided Palestinians 
within their own country. 
If Palestine is an occupied 
state, however, then the 
wall separates two diff erent 
countries.  Here we see 
the fundamental issue: 
a refusal of Palestinians 
and their supporters to 
acknowledge the existence 
of a Jewish State in the 
Middle East. In fact, the 
Separation Wall was not 
built as a racist measure. 
Th ere was no wall from 
1967 to 2000, when in 
violation of the Oslo 
Accords, the Palestinian 
Authority organized 
attacks on Israeli civilians 
— masked as an “intifada” 
— in which over 1,000 
Israelis were killed. If 
the Palestinians would 
stop murdering Israelis 
and Jews, something 
euphemistically called 
“Resistance,” then 
complaints about security 
measures might have more 
resonance. Neither side 
is totally innocent in this 
decades-long confl ict, but 
any progress has to begin 
with basic honesty.
Martin Tran
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
THE CONTENT ON THIS PAGE DOES NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OR OPINIONS OF THE SPARTAN DAILY. IT HAS ONLY BEEN EDITED FOR GRAMMAR.
Graphic novels helped me overcome adversity
Jonathan Roth
HISTORY PROFESSOR
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BASEBALL
Spartans get fi rst opening day win since 2014
San Jose State baseball 
picked up its first win of 
the season on opening day 
Friday against the Northern 
Colorado Bears. The 7-4 
victory marked the first 
time the Spartans won on 
opening day since Feb. 14, 
2014 against San Diego 
State. The Spartans split the 
four-game weekend series 
against the Bears, also win-
ning on Saturday.
In game one of the series, 
the Spartans got off to a 
rough start. Senior starting 
pitcher Jake Swiech walked 
the first three batters of the 
game and then gave up two 
hits. Northern Colorado 
junior outfielder Jack Pauley 
delivered the first runs of the 
game with a two-run sin-
gle to right field. The Bears 
added two more runs in the 
top of the first inning, push-
ing their lead to 4-0 before 
the Spartans got their first 
at-bats of the season.
The Spartans responded 
with two runs of their own 
in the bottom of the first 
inning as senior right field-
er Chris Williams hit a RBI 
double to right field, scoring 
the Spartans’ first run of the 
game. Sophomore catcher 
Johnny Mendoza added an 
RBI single of his own to help 
the Spartans cut the deficit 
4-2 after the first inning.
SJSU interim head coach 
Brad Sanfilippo pulled 
Swiech after 2.2 innings 
pitched and replaced him 
with senior right handed 
pitcher Cameron Keup in the 
top of the third inning. The 
Spartans used five pitchers in 
the game overall, relying on 
the bullpen to carry the team 
through the rest of the game.
Sanfilippo commented 
on what he saw from his 
opening day starter and 
his bullpen.
“Jake didn’t have his 
A-game tonight and that’s 
okay,” Sanfilippo said. “Our 
bullpen really executed 
pitches and really did their 
job and handed the ball to 
the next guy and for each of 
those guys to come in and do 
their job, that was the game 
right there.”
The Spartans got right 
back in the game in the bot-
tom of the third inning after a 
solo home run by senior first 
baseman Shane Timmons. 
This cut Northern Colorado’s 
lead to just one heading into 
the fourth inning.
Williams and Mendoza 
came up clutch again for the 
Spartans. They both had an 
RBI hit in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, giving SJSU its 
first lead of the game at 6-4.
The Spartans added an 
insurance run in the bottom 
of the eighth inning push-
ing their lead to 7-4 head-
ing into the final inning of 
the game. SJSU pitchers held 
Northern Colorado offense 
to zero runs after its four-
run first inning and led the 
Spartans to victory in the 
first game of the season.
After the game, Williams 
talked about his approach 
coming into opening day.
“Overall it felt pretty good, 
coming into this game I just 
tried to simplify things; a lot 
of adrenaline going and tried 
not to do too much and it 
worked out and we got the 
win,” Williams said.
Mendoza spoke on what 
he saw from his starting 
pitcher and bullpen on 
opening day from behind 
the plate.
“When he fell behind 
they hit him hard after that, 
because they knew most of 
them were going to be fast-
balls and obviously leverage 
counts more,” Mendoza said. 
“As the bullpen came in, you 
noticed they threw more 
first-pitch fastballs, getting 
ahead more, which made it 
easier to get outs.” 
The Spartans split the 
doubleheader with the Bears 
on Saturday afternoon. The 
Bears won the first game 
12-7 and the Spartans took 
the second game 11-10. SJSU 
was edged out late in the 
series finale Sunday after-
noon, not being able to hold 
a one-run ninth inning lead 
and lost the game 6-5.
The Spartans will take 
the field against the visit-
ing Santa Clara University 
Broncos Tuesday at 5 p.m. at 
Municipal Stadium.
BY GABRIEL MUNGARAY
STAFF WRITER
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Spartans led for 39 
out of the 40 minutes in 
the game on Saturday, but 
that was still not enough 
to hold off the number 
one team in the Mountain 
West Conference as the 
Wyoming Cowgirls won 
on a last-second shot, 
66-64.
Spartans’ sophomore 
p o i n t 
g u a r d 
T a y l o r 
Tu r n e y 
s c o r e d 
the first 
basket of 
the game 
and SJSU 
n e v e r 
g a v e 
up the 
lead in 
the first 
quarter. The team played 
an aggressive pace, con-
stantly looking to get out 
on the fastbreak on offense 
and locking down on 
defense. Mikaylah Wilson 
recorded two blocks in the 
first quarter.
The Spartans kept up the 
pace in the second quarter 
by pushing their lead to as 
many as 11 points halfway 
through the quarter. A big 
part of their early dou-
ble-digit lead was the fact 
that the Spartans grabbed 
six more rebounds than 
the Cowgirls and did not 
allow a fastbreak point to 
Wyoming. 
The Spartans’ senior 
guard Myzhanique Ladd 
led all scorers at the half 
with 11 points, giving the 
Spartans a 35-27 lead at 
halftime.
“I think we execut-
ed well on the offen-
sive end and there were 
some timely misses by 
them that allowed us 
to get some stretches 
where I thought they 
still got some decent 
looks,” head coach 
Jamie Craighead said. 
“But for the most part 
we did okay defensively 
and our offense stayed 
pretty warm.” 
Both teams kept pace 
with each other in the 
third quarter, match-
ing shot for shot on the 
offensive end of the floor. 
The Spartans connect-
ed on three of their seven 
total three-point field goals 
in the third quarter and 
held the lead going into the 
fourth quarter, 50-42. 
The Spartans started to 
unravel in the fourth quar-
ter, as they were outscored 
24-14. A turning point 
in the game was when 
Turney left the game with 
a sprained ankle at the 7:02 
mark in the final quarter. 
“It really hurt us when 
Taylor went down because 
when it’s that tight of a 
game and to put some-
one in who is playing a 
very limited backup role, 
it made it really tough,” 
Craighead said.
The Spartans’ defense 
seemed to have no answer 
for the Cowgirl offense 
coming down the stretch. 
The Wyoming offense 
hit six of their last seven 
field goals to end the game. 
“When you have players 
that haven’t been in those 
tight games a lot, you 
tend to not stay to your 
principles and Wyoming is 
a veteran team,” Craighead 
said. “So if you have any 
mental lapses on defense 
they’ll make you pay and 
that’s ultimately what hap-
pened,” 
The Spartans’ 
offense went cold in 
the final 2 minutes 
of the game and the 
Cowgirls finished the 
game on a 14-4 run. 
Wyoming junior 
forward Marta Gomez hit 
the game-winning shot 
with just 0.7 seconds left, 
giving the Cowgirls their 
first lead of the game.    
SJSU had one more 
chance at sending the 
game to overtime when 
freshman forward Cyndi 
Lewis shot what looked 
like the game-tying basket 
right at the buzzer. 
Upon further review, 
the referees waved off 
the basket just as Lewis 
released the shot after the 
final buzzer sounded.
“The way San Jose State 
battled and shot the ball can 
create problems for other 
teams,” Wyoming head 
coach Joe Legerski said.
   The Spartans’ will look to 
end their eight-game los-
ing streak when they take 
on the visiting Nevada 
Wolfpack Wednesday at 
7 p.m. at the Event Center.
BY GABRIEL MUNGARAY
STAFF WRITER
GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY
Senior right-handed pitcher Joshua Goldberg winds up to throw a pitch in the fi rst game of a four-game series against Northern Colorado on Friday, Feb. 16.
SJSU loses on buzzer-beater by Wyoming
Follow Gabriel on Twitter
@SJSneakerhead
Follow Gabriel on Twitter
@SJSneakerhead
They threw more fi rst-pitch fastballs, 
getting ahead more, which made it 
easier to get outs.
 
Johnny Mendoza
Catcher on the bullpen 
“
GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY
San Jose State sophomore point guard Taylor Turney tries 
to drive past Wyoming defender Taylor Rusk in Saturday’s 
game at the Event Center.
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The way San Jose 
State battled and 
shot the ball can 
create problems 
for other teams. 
Joe Legerski
Wyoming head coach
“
